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Dear Friends,   

Have you read or do you recall the poem Footprints?  Two sets of footprints 

appear in the sand. One set is your own the other belongs to Jesus.  At the 

difficult times of life they merge into one.  That is when Jesus is carrying us.   

In a different article Jesus isn’t behind us to pick us up.  He is before us.  The 

footprints are in the snow.  They belong to Jesus.  In this depiction he goes 

before us and invites us to follow.  His foot prints are there for us to see.  

And, should we so choose we can match our footprints to his.  We can walk 

where Jesus walked.  The article poses the question, “Do we?”   

In the Family Circle, cartoon every once in a while the artist draws members 

of the family going for a walk.  The kids’ path is all over the place, bouncing 

from one distraction to another.  In life, it seems, we are inclined to so the 

same.  Unfortunately as we grow older the distractions we bounce between 

often become more costly.  People easily lose direction in life.  We lose our 

sense of purpose and focus.  We need these in life and so we latch onto 

whatever appears to be the most fun, or rewarding or convenient.   

Scriptures teach us many truths.  It is good for us to remember and reflect 

upon them.  Here are a few for your times of prayer and meditation… 

1.  God is the source of life.  We need to be well connected to God and 

nurtured in God for the life he created in us to grow to its full potential.    

2.  Our connection to God is not automatically maintained.  (God’s 

connection to us is.  But how we reciprocate if at all tends to fluctuate.)  We 

need to be intentional about saying, “God is important in my life” and then in 

seeking out ways to nourish our connection to God.   

continued 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent  

A blessed Advent season to you! May 
you find peace and comfort during this 
busy time of year. 

We would like to thank each and every 
one of you who contributed in some 
way to supporting the Mitten Tree, the 
Christmas Joy Offering, and the Food  

Pantry.  Your caring and generous support of these programs truly will 
make a difference in many lives. 

A big Thank You to all who helped decorate the church and shared their 
favorite Christmas cookies.   

The Advent Team 

 

 

3.  Jesus is the “Way, Truth, and Life.”  Jesus is the one who heals and 

restores our relationship with God.  He goes before us for a purpose; to show 

us the way, to lead us back into that relationship with God that blesses and 

nourishes all of life.   

It is good to follow his footsteps as closely as possible.  As the weeks months 

and even years pass on; as detours in life come and go I encourage you to 

build into your life the mechanisms you need to keep you focused on the one 

who is the way to life.  I encourage you to make matching his footsteps not 

just one thing in life but the big thing in your life.  No path will bring you 

greater blessing. 

In Christ’s love and service, 

Steve 

 

 



 

 

Friends, Presbyterians, Countrymen, 

Lend me your ears… Please plan on joining us for the Feast of Epiphany, aka Three 

Kings Day on Sunday, January 6th.  There will be a great cantata of music by our 

choir, food, fellowship and worship. 

Our seasonal theme will be “Our Journey of Light” where we will learn about the 

divinity of Christ revealed to the Wise Men and the world.  Our mission again this 

year will be contributing to the Livingston County Community Heating Fund.  

There are many folks in our own backyard who could use our help.  Please bring 

your spare change each week.  Mike the Camel will make a return visit this year, 

so let’s give him a heavy load of coins to take to folks in need. 

Looking ahead to February 3rd is our annual Souper Bowl Sunday!  Bring in a few 

cans of soup to help the hungry.  Our donations go to support the Caledonia-

Mumford Food Pantry which is always very grateful. 

We look forward to a great season in providing meaningful worship and Light for 

your Journey! 

 

On December 16, the Sunday School children gave 

us all a Christmas Joy ornament to help us 

remember to practice Joy. Thank you to Lynn 

Burdick for working with the kids to make the 

ornaments. They enjoy being creative. 



      Hurray For Teamwork! 

Thank you to everyone who made crafts, jam, 
baked goods, set up, cleaned up, bought, spread 
the word, or anything else!  Our team had a 
tremendous 2018! Together, we made a total of 
$3555 for our church! Thank you all for stepping 
up and helping out!  
 
Happy New Year, Janet Russ-Clar 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Communion Tablecloth of 

Welcome was presented to our 

church during worship on 

December 16. It took many hands 

over many Sundays to finish the 

tablecloth.  

Our children singing 

Joy to The World 

during worship on December 16. 



Sunday School News 

 December Sunday School classes focused on the Season of Advent as a 
time of preparing for the coming of Jesus Christ, the Messiah. We 
supported the Advent Team's theme with lessons and conversations 
about Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.   

 On December 16 our Sunday School class participated in worship with 
music, Advent Wreath candle lighting, collecting the offering, sharing 
messages of Joy and presenting a special gift to the church. 

 Our special gift was a Communion Tablecloth of Welcome. One of our 
Coming to the Table of Peace lessons on Communion was ‘The Table of 
Welcome’. This lesson taught us that all are welcome to the Communion 
Table. We explored ways we welcome everyone to our Communion 
Table, and then expressed our thoughts through words and art on the 
tablecloth. The Deacons will use this tablecloth for the next number of 
weeks.   

 A special thanks to Quille Westbrook for her gift of sewing talent. Quille 

provided the Sunday School class with a blank tablecloth with which to create 

the Communion Tablecloth of Welcome. 

 In October, as part of our Coming to the Table of Peace lessons on 

Communion, we explored the Table of Change. We decorated containers, 

calling them Change Jars. The class voted to collect change at home for 

one month and donate the money to the Backpack Project. We collected 

$47.65. 

 No Sunday School Jan 6. 

 Our lessons in January will focus on Epiphany and Prayer. 
 

Janet Flynn and Nancy Wiley 

 

  



Backpack Project Update 

Sue Wood with the Backpack Project has been in touch to say thank you for our 

continued support. She reported that they are running low on funds, and that makes 

food donations more valuable. Over the summer Sue asked if First Presbyterian Church 

would be a source of snack donations. Mumford Presbyterian Church supplies most of 

the peanut butter needs and Saint Martin de Porres Parish supplies all fruit needs.  I put 

together a list of snack options, and of course as a retired dietitian I had to offer some 

‘best choice’ suggestions (couldn’t stop myself ). Below the snack options is a list of 

other suggestions typically on the Backpack Project list. In the past they have run short 

of cereal, so that is an option too. Peanut butter and fruit needs are taken care of for 

the most part. REMEMBER – no glass; and keep in mind that some snack options are 

crushable and will not hold up in a backpack. The money offerings collected during the 

Harvest Season, including from our kids, was recently sent to the Backpack Project. This 

should help their situation a little. Thanks for your continued support – Sue and the 

entire Backpack team is appreciative.  

Janet Flynn  

Snack Options 

 Microwave popcorn 

 Dried fruit (single serve boxes)   

 Yogurt covered raisins (single serve boxes) 

 Go-Paks (like Nabisco’s), snack crackers and cookies in a single serve plastic cup.   

 Goldfish crackers in a single serve mini-carton.  

 Fruit Snacks (such as fruit roll ups and fruit shapes). Best choices: all natural.   

 Shelf-stable pudding and gelatin cups. 

 Handi-Snack packs, shelf stable (like Nabisco’s sticks & dip); these come in little 

plastic tubs. 

 Snack-size multi-packs of trail mix. (To avoid crushing avoid bags/pouches that 

include pretzels or crackers). Trail mixes with dried fruit and nuts provide good 

nutrients.  

 Granola Bars and chewy granola bars. To avoid smashed bars avoid cake-like 

bars. Best choices: 3 or more grams of protein per bar.  

 



Typical Suggestions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Per Capita 2018 Goal was $2200 

At the end of November we were 92% of the way there!!  

If you paid your 2018 Per Capita during December it will count and get us closer 

to 100%. The February newsletter will announce the 2018 total! Great job.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Canned fruits 

 Applesauce 

 Single serving or regular 

size cereals 

 100% fruit juice (juice 

boxes) 

 Oatmeal packets—any 

flavors 

 Hot chocolate mix 

 Macaroni—1# boxes 

 Pancakes and syrup 

 

 Pizza in a box  

 Soups 

 Dinty Moore Stew 

 Mac & cheese 

 Spaghetti and sauce 

 Peanut butter (12oz.) and 

jelly 

 Tuna fish and mayo 

 Canned chicken and 

mayo 

 

Teddy & Lucy Shaffer with 

their mom, Mrs. Shaffer, 

playing the Offertory 

together during worship. 
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The Staff 

  Brenda Beardsley  Treasurer 

  Denise Shaffer   Director of Choirs 

  Marilyn Henry   Organist 

  Karen Polo   Secretary 

  Donna Howard    Director of Source of Success 
  Peggy Stein   Housekeeper 
  Steve Russ-Clar   Grounds Keeper 

The Session 

  Barbara Bird   Clerk 

  Lisa Morrill   Lent/Easter  

  Lisa Clark   Advent/Christmas Team 

  Brian Shaffer   Pentecost/Eastertide Team, Harvest Team 

      Property Committee 

  Valerie Connor   Summer Team/Nominating Committee 

  Wendy Ebersole   Epiphany Team, Personnel Committee 

  Brenda Beardsley 

  Jay Ward   Memorial & Endowment 

  Ron Blazejewski   Finance 

  John Russ   Finance  
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